In Memory of

Victor Valentine Clements

5" May1923 to 11™ April 2010

Born in Rotherham at 163 Eastwood Lane to Valentine and
Constance Clements he was the eldest of 3 children with a
sister, Hazel and a brother, Roy.

The Clements family move to 38, Bonet Lane, Brinswo rth.

At junior school age, he milked the cows before goi ng to

school and on Sundays pumped the church organ at St

Georges Church. It was at this church he was confi rmed.
He won a

scholarship to
attend Woodhouse
Grammar School in
1934 where he was
a pupil for 5 years.

He was a talented all
round sportsman
and school cross

country champion.
Shown in picture: bottom row

far right .



After leaving school he
joined Firth Brown’s
where he was employed
in research work and
studied metallurgy at
Sheffield University.
Here he learnt the art of
photography.

He was complimented by
the King and Queen for
bravery in the Sheffield

“blitz”.

He joined the R.A.F in August
1941 and trained in South Africa where he became Se rgt.-
Observer (Navigator). He served with 297 Squadron, 38
Group.

He served in Burma and Europe.

Pic: Shown here with pilot Roy Shortman

Pic: Vic is shown second from left.

Picture taken with crew of Albemarle

and first bottle of wine flown back

from France on ‘D’ Day by SAS

dropped by them at midnight 5 th 6t
June 1944,



Medals awarded:

The 1939-1945 Star

The Air Crew Europe Star
France & Germany Clasp

The Burma Star

The Defence Medal 1939-1945
War Medal 1939-1945.



After the war Vic went back to Firth Browns.

In 1949 he applied for a post with the
Sheffield Telegraph & Star working as a

press photographer a had a photograph titled
‘An ill wind’ published in the Encyclopaedia

Britannica and exhibited at the 3

rd Annual

exhibition of British News Pictures at the

Central Library in Manchester in March

1951.

Vic liked motorbikes
and would strip them
down and reassemble
them. His passion
transferred from
motorbikes to cars
when his job
necessitated the
transportation of heavy
and expensive
professional camera
equipment. Obviously
travelling thousands of
miles a week ran the
risk of accidents,
which he inevitably
had, and was fortunate
to survive some
horrendous crashes.

Victor, known to his
friends and family as
Vic, marries Vivienne
Frost, only daughter of
Albert and Jessie of
Smalldale Road,
Frechville on 20 t
March 1951 at the
Methodist Church,
Churchdale Road,
Frechville.

They have two children;

Vaughan & Vicki who provide them with three

grandchildren; Delia, Daniel and Lucy.



In January 1956 he joined Oddhams Newspapers Limite d
working as staff photographer from Sheffield for th e Daily
Herald. He joined The News of World Group as a pre Ss
photographer at the launch of the ‘Sun’.

Vic was a family man and even though his job took h im far
away from home sometimes, if there was a chance of
making it home before midnight he would do so inste ad of

staying in a B & B or hotel.

Vic was always well
respected as a
photographer and a
most valued colleague
whose dedication was
demonstrated with feats
ranging from climbing
the Emley Moor
Television transmitter to
being shot at by a
farmer during a stake
out.

He had hundreds of
photographs published
in the national daily

and Sunday papers. His
photos were represented
in 3 exhibitions of The
Rank Organisation
Awards for Press
Photographers, and had
a photograph published
in the book ‘Football -
The Golden Years'.

He became a life long
member of the Sports

Writers Association and
Sports Journalists Association.



pic:

Bramall Lane. Yorks v
Glamorgan 6/7/1968
Davis ducks under a
Trueman bouncer, after
being hit on the arm by
the previous ball.

He took early
retirement in
Junel987 at the age
of 63 due to doctors
advising him of a
heart condition and

warning him not to over exert himself whilst carryi ng heavy
camera equipment and to avoid stress situations. V iC
decided he could not work a district successfully a nd
realised that his contributions as a member of the Sun team

were coming to an end.

He loved astronomy which was something he learnt as a
navigator. He used to spend hours looking through his
telescope and could name all the stars, planets and
constellations. We used to watch the television pro gramme,
“The Sky at Night”, presented by Sir Patrick Moore. At
certain times of year when there were meteorite sho wers we
would sit outside and play “spot the meteorite™ and see who

could spot one first .

He used to say that if he was given a chance of goi ng into
space as an astronaut he would jump at it.

Vic had a great sense of fun and
both he
and Viv
were
practical
jokers.



There was one instance when

Vaughan was a toddler and he had

got himself covered in mud playing

In a nearby stream supervised by

his Dad. Back home Vaughan was

placed at the front door of the

house and Vic knocked and waited

with camera ready to shoot the

moment when Viv opened the door

to see the state he was in.

Vic and Viv loved travel and

enjoyed holidaying in many

interesting places around the

world. In the early days the family

would holiday in Margate, Kent and later Guernsey. When
the first package holidays commenced during the 196 0’s
they started to travel abroad more.

He was widowed in 1994 when
his beloved Vivienne lost her
life to Cancer at the age of 63.

After Viv's death he didn't
travel abroad unless it was to
visit his sister, Hazel who lives
in Canada.

He took an interest in the new
personal computer that the
grandchildren had for
Christmas 1994 and decided to
employ the new technology to
adapt many of his old

photographs with the aim of
building up a photo and video
library. This took up much of his
time.

Throughout his married life he
lived in Brinsworth, Rotherham
only moving to a flat in
Mosborough, Sheffield in 2005.
For company he took with him an



adopted cat he called Muji who lived to the great o |d age of
19.

Vic liked to dress smart and usually donned his nav y blue
blazer, Air Crew Association tie and Veterans badge . This
attire usually drew some attention in the local pub and a

few free pints.

He knew he had become very forgetful and moving to a new
area did add a little confusion. The local Dental practise,
Health Centre and chemist would all get regular vis its from
him, just in case he had forgotten an appointment o r

needed to pick up a prescription.

Vic attended regularly the monthly Air Crew Associa tion (38
Group) meetings in Sheffield.

In 2005 his memory loss was becoming more severe an d
apart from having his car stolen from a car park, h e did not
reapply for a new driving licence.

In 2008 he needed more help than his immediate fami ly
could give in order to remain living at home and so cials
services were brought in to make this happen.

He became poorly in December 2009 and hospitalised in
January 2010 only moving into Haddon Court Care Hom ein
March.

A gentleman passed by ..........



What's in a name?

In many respects Vic was the epitome of his name,;

Victor Against expectations he passed the 11 plus exam and
gained a place at Woodhouse Grammar School (his par ents promised
to buy him a bike if he passed, because they didn’t think he would).
He was a champion cross country runner at school an d in the RAF.
He played a part in the victory of WW2 particularly on 'D' Day.

He succeeded in the highly competitive world of jou rnalism as a

national press photographer.

Valentine He absolutely loved his wife Vivienne. He demonst rated
this by protecting her from the knowledge that, due to a brain tumour,
she only had six months to live. He knew that she would not have
been able to handle it and set about making the res t of the life that

they had left together as wonderful as possible.

Clements  This is derived from Latin and means ‘merciful’. As a true
Yorkshire man who had a strong personality and didn 't suffer fools
lightly he was always ready and willing to help and support any family
or friends who were in difficulty, even if it meant getting into the car
and driving hundreds of miles.

Certainly he was a man who lived up to his name



